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Crystal City Pilgrimage Program
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1

Pilgrimage Registration
4:00 - 10:00 PM
Pilgrims arrive at the hotel and check-in. Remember
to stop by our pilgrimage registration table to pick up
materials and let us know you’ve arrived!

Hotel Self-Serve Breakfast Opens
6:00 AM

Register for:
• Friday’s workshops
• Friday’s family photography session
		 (if you are interested)
• Buses for Saturday pilgrimage (Blue, Purple,
		 Yellow*, or Pink*)
*Yellow and Pink buses are Lift-Accessible
Taco Bar
6:00 - 8:00 PM

Understanding WWII Imprisonment & Crystal City
Internment Camp
9:00 - 10:30 AM
Moderator: Grace Morizawa
Panelists: Saburo Fukuda, Hiroshi Shimizu, Trudy
Werner, Libia Yamamoto
Break
10:30 - 10:45 AM

Meet & Greet
6:00 - 9:00 PM
MC: Joyce Nakamura
Meet new and old friends at our mixer!
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Welcome & Pilgrimage Orientation
8:30 - 9:00 AM
MC: Karissa Tom
Crystal City Pilgrimage Committee Co-Chairs: Hiroshi
Shimizu & Kazumu Naganuma

(Schedule continues on next page)

Fukuda family and Japanese Peruvian families, Naganuma, Maoki, Kudo, and others
in Crystal City Internment Camp 1946-1947

Crystal City Pilgrimage Program
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1
Hostages in a Foreign Land: Introduction to
Japanese Latin American History
10:45 AM - 12:15 PM
Moderator: Grace Shimizu
Panelists: Chieko Kamisato, Blanca Katsura, Kazumu
Naganuma, Bekki Shibayama
Performer: Eloy Maoki
Recognition of Wayne M. Collins and
Rev. Yoshiaki Fukuda
12:15 - 12:25 PM

Room F: Building the Grassroots Movement for
Redress/Reparations: Perspectives from the NCRR
Chapters in San Francisco, San Jose, Los Angeles, &
San Diego
Panelists: Susan Hayase, June Hibino, Kathy Masaoka,
Jan Tokumaru
Film: Justice Now! Reparations Now!
Break
3:15 - 3:30 PM
Concurrent Workshops Session 2
3:30 - 5:00 PM
Room A: Only the Oaks Remain
Moderator: Grace Morizawa
Speaker: Nancy Oda

Lunch
12:25 - 1:15 PM
Break
1:15 - 1:45 PM
Pilgrims will be directed to breakfast area at 1:15 PM
to accommodate for workshop set-up.
Concurrent Workshops Session 1
1:45 - 3:15 PM
Room A: Buddhist Leaders at Crystal City & Other
Department of Justice Camps
Moderator: Yumi Hatta
Speaker: Rev. Duncan Ryuken Williams
Room B: Finding Your Nikkei Roots, Part 1
Speaker: Linda Harms Okazaki
Ballroom C/D: Japanese Latin American Struggle
for Justice
Moderator: Grace Shimizu
Panelists: Eimi Kudo Harnish, Tami Kudo Harnish,
Bekki Shibayama, Libia Yamamoto

Room B: Finding Your Nikkei Roots, Part II
Speaker: Linda Harms Okazaki
Ballroom C/D: A Conversation with Wayne M. Collins
Moderator: Sharon Yamato
Speaker: Wayne M. Collins
Family Photography Session - Bowie West
3:30 - 5:30 PM
Photographer: Sita Kuratomi Bhaumik
Free evening/Dinner on your own
17th Perukai* Reunion Banquet & Program Ballroom C/D
6:30 - 9:00 PM
Registration closed.
*Perukai is a network of former Japanese Peruvian
internees and their families in the United States,
Japan, and Peru.

Please refer to pages 10 - 11 for descriptions of the workshops.
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Panelist Profiles
Saburo Fukuda was born on July 17, 1934
in San Francisco, son of Shinko and Rev.
Yoshiaki Fukuda of Konko Church. On
December 7, 1941, Fukuda witnessed
the arrest of his father by the FBI. During
the war, he and his family were sent to two internment
camps: Topaz in Utah and Crystal City in Texas for a total
of five and a half years. They were finally released from
camp in 1947 and returned to San Francisco. Fukuda is
married, with two sons and six grandchildren.
Julie Yumi Hatta’s grandfather, a Buddhist
priest in Hawaii, was arrested by the FBI
on the day Pearl Harbor was attacked
and interned at various Department
of Justice camps. Hatta’s grandmother,
aunts, and uncles later joined him at Crystal City, TX.
This past July, Hatta joined in a community protest
and Buddhist memorial at Fort Sill, OK, a proposed
ICE site.
Susan Hayase is a long-time activist in the
San Jose Japantown community. She was
part of the Japanese American redress
movement as a leader in the Nihonmachi
Outreach Committee and the National
Coalition for Redress/Reparations, and she served as the
vice-chair of the Civil Liberties Public Education Fund
Board. Hayase is currently working on projects for the
Japanese American Museum of San Jose (JAMsj) and is a
co-founder of the San Jose Nikkei Resisters.
June Hibino is a Sansei who was born on
the East Coast and currently resides in Los
Angeles, CA. Her mother was incarcerated
at Rohwer, AR, and her father was
incarcerated at Topaz, UT. Hibino’s father
eventually joined the 442nd Regimental Combat team,
composed almost entirely of Nisei (second-generation
Japanese Americans). It became the most highly
decorated combat unit in the history of the U.S. Army.
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Chieko Kamisato was born in Lima, Peru.
She was ten years old when her family
was seized by the U.S. government and
forcibly shipped from Callao, Peru to New
Orleans, LA. They were interned at Crystal
City from March 1944 to August 1946. After her parents
worked at Seabrook Farms, N.J. for two years, Kamisato
and her family were able to move to Los Angeles, CA.
Kamisato graduated as a fashion designer from Los
Angeles Technical College in 1952, and she received her
U.S. citizenship in 1954.
Eimi Kudo Harnish and Tami Kudo Harnish
are the descendants of Japanese Peruvian
internees: daughters of Eigo Kudo and
Elsa Higashide Kudo and granddaughters
of Seiichi and Angelica Higashide and
Rokuichi and Yoshiko Kudo. In 1981, Seiichi, Eigo, and
Elsa were instrumental in bringing the plight of the
Japanese Latin American internees to the attention of
the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment
of Civilians. Seiichi’s autobiography, Adios To Tears, was
published in Japanese in 1980 and in English in 1993 and
is still available on Amazon.com.
Eloy Maoki was born in Chiclayo, Peru.
When he was four years old, Maoki and his
family boarded a U.S. ship under armed
guard, were transported over international
borders, and were imprisoned at Crystal
City for use as hostages in exchange for U.S. citizens held
by Japan. At the end of the war, the Maoki family was
“paroled” out of camp and settled in California. Arriving
in Berkeley, Maoki remarked, “Wow, Berkeley sure is a big
camp.” Now retired, he cares for his grandchildren, enjoys
ballroom dancing, and plays with the ukulele band,
Sentimental Strummers.

Panelist Profiles
Blanca Maoki Katsura was born at
Hacienda Tumán in northern Peru. In 1943,
her family was transported from Peru and
incarcerated in the desert of Crystal City,
TX by the order of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt simply because her father was a successful
Japanese businessman and community leader. After
the war, she met and married Ted Katsura, a farmer, and
learned the world of agriculture in Central California. She
has been blessed with five wonderful daughters, four
wonderful sons-in-law, and four granddaughters.
Libia Hideko Maoki Yamamoto was born
in Chiclayo, Peru and was interned in
Crystal City when she was seven years
old. After release from camp, she and her
family settled in Berkeley, CA. She prides
herself on being part of an international family: parents
from Japan, two sibling born in Peru, one brother born
in Crystal City Internment Camp, TX, and her youngest
brother born in Oakland, CA.
Kathy Masaoka was born and raised in
multicultural Boyle Heights, Los Angeles,
California. The late ‘60s, the Vietnam War,
and the Asian American Studies program at
UC Berkeley were important influences on
her values and direction. Currently Co-chair of the Nikkei
for Civil Rights & Redress, she works with the Education
Committee on teaching the American public about the
camps through the film, Stand Up for Justice, and was
part of the NCRR 9/11 Committee which worked to build
relationships with the Muslim American community
through programs like “Break the Fast” and “Bridging
Communities”. She is married to Mark Masaoka, and they
have a daughter, Mayumi, a son, Dan, and grandsons,
Yuma and Leo.
Grace Morizawa is a Sansei, and her
parents were incarcerated in Heart
Mountain, WY. She is the Education
Coordinator for the National Japanese
American Historical Society. Previously,
Morizawa was an elementary school teacher in Oakland
and principal of Lake Elementary School in San Pablo, CA.

Kazumu Julio Cesar Naganuma, the
youngest of Iwaichi and Isoka Naganuma’s
eight children, was born in Callao, Peru. At
20 months of age, he and his family were
kidnapped by the FBI and imprisoned
at Crystal City from March 1944 to September 1947.
After the family was released, Rev. Fukuda and Wayne
Mortimer Collins stopped their deportation back to Peru
and helped them settle in San Francisco. Starting as an
illustrator and designer, Naganuma formed nddCreative,
a design and communications firm, in 1968. Now, as a
Creative Director and semi-retired, he donates most of his
services to his community. He is married, with a daughter,
two sons and a granddaughter.
Nancy Kyoko Oda was born in the Tule
Lake Segregation Center. Her parents
and older sisters were interned first at
Poston, AZ, then at Tule Lake, CA in 1943.
Oda’s father, Tatsuo Ryusei Inouye, was
a Kibei who taught judo both before and after the war.
Though her father did not openly discuss his internment
experiences, he kept a diary in camp that revealed his
anger and frustration. Her father’s translated diary can
be found on UCLA’s Suyama Project: Tule Lake Stockade
Diary. As a lifelong educator, Oda is an advocate for
children, especially those who experience trauma after
family separation. She is the former president of the San
Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center,
located ten miles from the former Tuna Canyon Detention
Station.
Linda Harms Okazaki is a fourth-generation
San Franciscan, active in the genealogy
and Japanese American communities in
California and beyond. She is passionate
about teaching Nikkei to research,
document, and share their personal family histories.
Harms Okazaki has been researching her husband’s
ancestry since 2012, documenting his family in the U.S.
internment camps and in Japan. She and her husband are
partners in the genealogical research company, Linda’s
Orchard (LindasOrchard.com).
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Panelist Profiles
Bekki Shibayama is the daughter of Art
Isamu Shibayama, who was abducted
from Lima, Peru and imprisoned in Crystal
City, and Betty Morita Shibayama, who
was forcibly removed from Hood River, OR
and incarcerated at Tule Lake, CA and later Minidoka, ID.
Following a career in high tech, Bekki currently volunteers
for Nikkei organizations, including the Japanese Peruvian
Oral History Project, Campaign for Justice: Redress NOW
for Japanese Latin Americans, and San Jose Nihonmachi
Outreach Committee.
Grace Shimizu is the daughter of Susumu
Shimizu, who immigrated from Hiroshima,
Japan to Peru in the 1920s. Following the
blacklisting of the family business, her
father was interned in the US military base
in Panama in 1944 and then in Crystal City Internment
Camp, Texas for the purpose of hostage exchange. He
was released from camp in 1947 and settled in California.
Shimizu serves as director of the Japanese Peruvian Oral
History Project and coordinator of the Campaign For
Justice: Redress NOW For Japanese Latin Americans.
Hiroshi Shimizu was born in Topaz, UT War
Relocation Center and passed through
Minidoka, ID, Ellis Island, and Rohwer, AR
before arriving at Tule Lake, CA at six months
of age. His parents spent a tumultuous two
and a half years at Tule Lake, where they renounced their
U.S. citizenship and thus, were refused release back to
their home. The family, which now included a younger
sister, was sent for continued incarceration, six months
after the end of the war with Japan, to the Department
of Justice Internment camp at Crystal City, Texas. They
were released in September of 1947, two years after
the war officially ended. Since 1966, Shimizu has served
leadership positions in the Tule Lake Pilgrimage Planning
Committee and the Tule Lake Committee Board of
Directors. He is currently co-chairman of the Crystal City
Pilgrimage Planning Committee.
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Jan Tokumaru grew up and has lived in
Southern California most of her life. Her
Nisei parents were married in Los Angeles
just before Executive Order 9066 was
issued. Prior to incarceration, her father
was offered work in a sugar beet farm and mill but that
never happened. Instead he worked in a railroad track
repair crew with long hours of hard labor. Tokumaru’s
maternal grandparents were incarcerated in Rohwer,
Arkansas. Tokumaru has been a member of NCRR since its
founding and has worked with Nikkei Progressives since
2016.
Trudy Werner was born in New York City.
Werner’s parents had immigrated from
Germany and met and married in NYC.
They never became citizens because they
had planned to return to Germany at some
point. After a visit to the German Consulate in 1943 to
renew their passports, the family was visited by the FBI.
In April 1943, the family was sent to Crystal City and not
released until July 1946. After release, the Werner family
moved to a farm in Michigan for a couple of years and then
back to NYC, where Werner completed her education.
Rev. Duncan Ryuken Williams is a Professor
of Religion at the University of Southern
California and Director of the USC Shinso
Ito Center for Japanese Religions and
Culture. He is the author of the 2019 LA
Times Bestseller, American Sutra: A Story of Faith and
Freedom in the Second World War (Harvard University
Press), and The Other Side of Zen (Princeton University
Press). Born in Tokyo, Japan, Williams is also an ordained
Soto Zen Buddhist priest.
Sharon Yamato is a writer and filmmaker
who wrote, produced, and directed Out of
Infamy: Michi Nishiura Weglyn, A Flicker in
Eternity, based on the diary and letters of
WWII veteran Stanley Hayami, and Moving
Walls, a story about the Heart Mountain concentration
camp. Yamato has written articles for the Los Angeles
Times and is currently a columnist for the Rafu Shimpo.

Tule Lake Renunciants at Crystal City
On March 20, 1946, the Department of Justice sent
about 400 renunciants and their families from Tule
Lake, CA, which had become a DOJ Internment Camp
in October 1945, to the Crystal City Family Internment
Camp. When Tule Lake was closed a few days later,
Crystal City was the last remaining concentration
camp in the U.S. The DOJ was determined to deport
this group of renunciants to Japan because they were
rejected for release during the mitigation hearings held
in January 1946. However, attorney, Wayne Mortimer
Collins, prevented their deportation by filing a Habeas
Corpus suit. At Crystal City, Collins discovered that the

government had renditioned over 2,000 Japanese Latin
Americans, mainly from Peru, for prisoner exchange
with Japan. Most of the Japanese Latin Americans had
been transferred out by this time: some deported to
Japan, and others released in the continental U.S. and
Hawaii. Collins greatly aided those who remained in
Crystal City, staving off deportation, and helping them
remain in the U.S. In addition, he was able to secure
the release of many of the foreign-born Japanese
who remained in DOJ custody because they had been
mischaracterized as “dangerous enemy aliens”.

Renunciants walking to the train loading
area to depart for Crystal City

Renunciant families waiting to board the
train to Crystal City.

Leaders and members of Hoshidan, an organization within
the camp that primarily spoke Japanese, being forcibly taken
from the Tule Lake Jail to the train that will take them to Santa Fe, NM. A few of them that fought to stay in the US after
the war ended were sent to Crystal City, like Mr. Itaru Ina.
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Two Systems of Mass Incarceration
There Is a Difference!
Two Systems of Mass Incarceration for People of
Japanese Ancestry during World War II
On the night of December 7, 1941, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) arrested Rev. Yoshiaki Fukuda of the
Konko Church, in front of worshippers and his son,
Saburo. Saburo remembers, “I was with him at that
time—frightened
and confused, at
seven years old, not
knowing what was
going on. My family
was in turmoil, not
knowing where he
was sent.”
The Department of Justice (DOJ) System
The FBI rounded up 1,173 persons of Japanese
ancestry, along with noncitizen Germans and Italians
from Hawaii and the mainland, on December 7, 1941.
Targeted after years of surveillance, ten percent of the
adult Issei men and a handful of women throughout
the country were picked up by the FBI as “potentially
dangerous”and interned by the DOJ, effectively robbing
the community and their families of leadership.
The U.S. also colluded with 18 Latin American countries
to seize and forcibly deport over 6,000 people of
Japanese, German, Italian, and Jewish ancestry. By 1945,
the U.S. imprisoned approximately 30,890 noncitizens,
including 17,477 persons of Japanese ancestry in
over 70 internment camps. The DOJ administered
the internment camps under the Geneva Convention
guidelines for hearings and humane treatment. In this
system, only noncitizens could be legally arrested.
All DOJ internees were classified “enemy aliens” and
could be forced into hostage exchange with Axis
16

countries. Despite the Geneva Convention guidelines,
they endured harsh environmental and psychological
abuse.
The War Relocation Authority (WRA) System
When most Americans learned about WWII Japanese
American internment during school, they mainly
focused on the War Relocation Authority (WRA) camps.
On February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed Executive Order 9066, which set in motion
the forced eviction and mass incarceration of every
person of Japanese ancestry residing on the West
Coast. From 110,000 to 120,000 men, women, and
children were removed, under the guise of “military
necessity”, first to 14 temporary detention sites, then
later to ten permanent American concentration camps
in remote and desolate parts of the country. The WRA
administered ten camps. Here, the incarcerees had
no right to trial or hearings. Two-thirds of them were
American citizens.
The WRA sites are often referred to as “relocation camps”
or “internment camps”. Technically, “internment” is the
term for prisoner of war or enemy alien imprisonment.
The use of the word “internment” for the DOJ and WRA
camps causes confusion, resulting in people seeing
the two systems as the same. Both are unjust, but there
is a difference!

WWII Internment Camps & Detention Centers
(partial listing)
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List of Crystal City Deceased
Name

DOB

DOD

COD

Name

Abe, Toyoji

1881

1943

Brain Tumor

Okazaki, Sumiko

1/23/1935

01/23/44

NA

Fukuda, Yoshiro
10/12/1935 05/01/46
					

Kidney
Failure

Yokota, Jitsu

03/13/1885

03/13/44

NA

Tanaka, Yasuo

Tuberculosis

Watanabe, Isamu

9/25/1943

07/11/44

Measles

Kurisawa, Tsuneo
7/17/1901
08/04/46
					

Pulmonary 		
Embolism

Nakamura, Yone
08/10/1896 07/18/44
					

Heart 		
Disease

Itagaki, Tomoaki, Jr.
2/19/1947
02/20/47
					

Premature 		
Birth

Ikegami, Tatsu
05/08/1899 07/29/44
					

Heart 		
Disease

Honda, Fumiko

5/22/1946

06/25/47

Pneumonia

Oyakawa, Aiko

12/13/1933

08/15/44

Drowning

Kudo, Shigemi

2/18/1903

12/03/47

Tuberculosis

Tanabe, Sachiko

10/20/1933

08/15/44

Drowning

Suzuki, Eiichi

08/18/1897

08/22/44

Tuberculosis

Hasegawa, Haku
07/07/1894 09/13/44
					

Heart 		
Disease

Fujihana, Kiyohiko
10/2/1944
10/02/44
					

Premature 		
Birth

Sato, Toranosuke

12/26/1875

11/15/44

Cancer

Kudo, Seichi

4/19/1944

12/19/44

NA

DOB

12/21/1910

DOD

06/13/46

COD

German/European			
Lutteroth, Ascan
5/21/1943
05/21/43
					

Premature 		
Birth

Rienbold, Edgar
1/6/1941
05/11/44
					

Truck 		
Accident

Weyrauch, Carmen
6/9/1945
06/09/45
					

Premature 		
Birth

Schuster, Ludwig
6/15/1945
06/15/45
					

Premature		
Birth

Hartleben, Otto
05/22/1877 10/23/45
					

Diarrhea		
(undetermined)

Ugi, Oskar

11/11/1903

11/29/45

Stroke

Shimizu, Tamao
10/22/1911 05/30/45
					

Heart 		
Disease

Hamaji, Mitsuaki
6/21/1945
07/10/45
					

Diarrhea 		
(undetermined)

Takeuchi, Kiwa

11/04/1894

10/21/45

Heart Disease

Schuster, Teofelina

1/8/1919

03/18/46

Brain Tumor

Yoshida, Kakuo

11/27/1911

12/22/45

Tuberculosis

Heydtmann, Adolph

10/11/1884

04/21/46

Heart Disease

Kanagaki, Tatsuo

03/20/1894

01/11/46

Gastric Ulcer

Doi, Yasuyuki

2/1/1946

02/01/46

Premature Birth

18

Buddhist funeral at Crystal city

The Struggle for Japanese Latin American Redress Continues!
During WWII, the U.S. government
went outside its borders and
violated the rights of civilians in
18 Latin American countries in
the name of “national security.”
Over 6,000 men, women, and
children of Japanese, German,
Italian, and Jewish ancestry were
targeted as “potentially dangerous
enemy aliens”. Over 2,200 were of
Japanese ancestry—both citizens
and immigrant residents—from 13
Latin American countries.

Mochizuki settlement agreement)
and two pieces of failed legislation.
The JLAs have not found justice in
the U.S. courts, the U.S. Congress,
nor the White House.

In 2003, three former Japanese
Peruvian internees, who rejected the
Mochizuki settlement, filed a petition
with the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights (IACHR), a body of
Japanese Peruvian men under guard in the
the Organization of American States.
Panama Canal Zone en route to the U.S.,
The Shibayama brothers demanded
April 2, 1942. National Archives.
U.S. government accountability for
They were seized from their homes and communities, the ongoing failure to provide redress for war crimes
forcibly deported, stripped of their passports and and crimes against humanity perpetrated against
identification papers, transported over international them as children.
borders, and imprisoned in concentration camps in
the U.S. Many were forced into war zones through
On March 21, 2017, the
hostage exchanges for U.S. citizens held in the Far East Shibayama brothers received
and Europe. In the two hostage exchanges with Japan, a public hearing before the
over 2,800 civilians were exchanged, including over IACHR. The U.S. government
1,200 seized in Latin America. Later review of records of
refused to attend and defend
these “dangerous enemy aliens” showed no evidence its actions. Two years later, the
of subversive activities
IACHR has finally acted, and
now we would like them to
For over 38 years, former Japanese Latin American (JLA) publish their findings. The JLA
Former Japanese Peruvian
internees and their families have struggled to obtain
struggle for truth and justice internee, Art Shibayama,
with upraised fist in front
proper acknowledgement, apology, and redress from continues!
of Campaign For Justice
the U.S. government. Classified as “illegal aliens” at the
banner, 10/24/2008.
time of internment, JLAs were declared “ineligible” for
redress under the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, which
restricted redress to U.S. citizens and legal permanent
residents of Japanese ancestry. This led to the filing of
five lawsuits (one of which resulted in the controversial
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International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Local Union 595

Is honored to support the
2019 Crystal City Pilgrimage

“Never again is NOW”
From the Members, Officers & Staff of
Daniel O. Chivello
Business Manager
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IBEW Local 595

Brian Stewart
President

Congratulations to

2019 Crystal City Pilgrimage!

Hundreds rallied in Oakland to support
immigrant children July 12, 2019

Stop Repeating History!
THE JAPANESE AMERICAN WOMEN
ALUMNAE OF UC BERKELEY

Japanese Peruvian Oral History Project
P.O. Box 1384, El Cerrito, CA 94530

Honoring the Legacy of Our Founders Since 1925

www.jawaucb.org

Our Struggle
For
Truth & Justice
Continues!
Campaign For Justice: Redress NOW
For Japanese Latin Americans!
www.facebook.com/campaignforjusticeJLA/
https://jlacampaignforjustice.org
jlacampaign @gmail.com
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Confinement Site – History of Crystal City Family Internment Camp
By late 1942, the U.S. Army realized it needed to focus the efforts of its

When the internment camp opened, it was approximately 240 acres in size, with 41 small three-room cottages and 118 one-room shelters

Provost Marshal General Office on the expected task of guarding hundreds of

(measuring 12x16 feet). Twelve of the original cottages were left outside the fenced area (100 acres in size) for use by official personnel and

thousands of Axis prisoners of war. In response, the Department of Justice

their families. With an expected increase in population, the DOJ confiscated an additional 50 acres to the south of the fenced area, dug a

(DOJ) gave the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) the authority

water well, and constructed a self-contained sewer system. The INS purchased the camp’s utilities from the City of Crystal City, Central

to house potentially dangerous Enemy Aliens (which included American

Power and Light, Texas Gas, and the Del Rio and Wintergarden Telephone Company.

citizens) at internment camps throughout the U.S. Early in the war, many
detained Enemy Aliens were fathers, and the INS faced an increasing number

Within the fenced area, the INS constructed––with the assistance of the initial German internees and the support of Japanese American

of requests from wives and children volunteering to be interned so they

internees––housing units consisting of 61 duplex, 62 triplex and 96 quadruple design barracks and 15 additional three-room cottages for

might be reunited with the head of their households. Crystal City Family

internees. As more and more internees arrived, the INS added 103 Victory Huts for temporary emergency housing. Internee housing for the

Internment Camp is unique because it was the only INS camp established

most part offered families individual cooking

specifically for families.

facilities, cold running water, and oil stoves. The

Crystal City Family Internment
Camp (looking south), courtesy
of former internee Eb Fuhr.

camp had a 10-foot high barbed wire fence around
The INS looked for a site that was removed from important war production

the internee section, six guard towers with one

facilities and had good existing water and electrical services. Noting the

located on each corner and half-way down the west-

pressing need for the camp to open, the INS looked at Crystal City, where

to-east axis, an armed guard who patrolled the fence

the U.S. Government already owned a large portion of land. During the

line, and an internal security force patrolling both

Great Depression, the Farm Security Administration acquired land on the

the Japanese and German sections of the camp.

outskirts of the city and built approximately 150 buildings to house
migratory agricultural workers.
Originally the internment camp was intended to be populated by people
of Japanese ancestry and their immediate families. However, on
December 12, 1942, the camp’s first internees to arrive were a mix of
German Americans and German Enemy Aliens. On February 12, 1943,
the first group of Latin Americans arrived––also Germans––deported from
m
Costa Rica. On March 17, 1943, the first group of Japanese American
internees arrived. The INS planned to transfer all German internees to
another camp, but the German spokesman asked camp officials if they could
uld
remain because their living conditions here were far better than at previouss
confinement sites. Thus began the multi-national Crystal City Family
Internment Camp. The population expanded throughout the war, and
consisted of Issei and Nisei, German American citizens, German nationals,
Italian nationals, as well as Latin American Japanese, German and Italian,
and a small group of Indonesian sailors.
Crystal City Family Internment Camp

Crystal City Panels 48x30 08252011.indd 2

December 18, 1942, Uvalde
De
Leader-News article, courtesy
Le
of the El Progreso Memorial
Library Archives (Uvalde).
Lib

You Are Here

Crystal City Family Internment Camp Map, drawn by
former internee Werner Ulrich, with details provided
by other former internees, family members of former
camp officials, and the National Archives and
Records Administration (Southwest).

8/25/2011 3:22:06 PM

Schools in an Internment Camp
culture and language. Both Japanese and German American and Latin American
internees served as teachers for non-federal schools and designed their own
curriculum. While meeting the cultural needs of internees, the Japanese and
You
o Ar
ou
Are
e Here
r

German School systems assisted future voluntary and non-voluntary repatriates
for life––after they were exchanged for U.S. and Allied personnel––in their
ancestral home lands.
Federal High School, and its feeder school, Federal Elementary, provided
students with both academic and athletic opportunities. Multiple softball and
basketball and two football teams formed between 1943 and 1946, the year the
school system closed. In 1944-1945, Federal High School students produced
their own yearbook, the Roundup; published a school newspaper, the Campus
Quill; held a prom; and participated in commencement exercises.

Crystal City Family Internment Camp Map, drawn by former internee Werner Ulrich, with details provided
by other former internees, family members of former camp officials, and the National Archives and
Records Administration (Southwest).

One of the most beneficial programs for internees established at Crystal City
Family Internment Camp was an accredited education program. Robert
Clyde “Cy” Tate was hired to supervise the school system. Prior to joining the

Aerial view of the German
elementary school. [In 2011,
at the time of installation of
this sign this was the last
standing structure from the
camp], Institute of Texan
Cultures, UTSA, #098-0959,
courtesy of Betty Fly.
In 1943, a
concentrated effort was made
by the staff of the Federal Schools to see that a
Christmas program was provided for children from each internee
group. German and Japanese American internee children
decorate a classroom during Christmas, Institute of Texan
Cultures, UTSA, #098-0968, courtesy of Betty Fly.

staff in 1943, Tate had served as the Crystal City High School principal. One
of Tate’s initial objectives was to recruit qualified teachers to move to Crystal
City and work in the camp’s schools. This was no easy task due to the
uncertainty of the work’s duration and the remoteness of Crystal City.
Challenged by the fact that each student was a transfer, Tate strived to meet

O of Federal High School’s German internee
One
softball teams, courtesy of former internee Eb Fuhr.

state regulations concerning proper textbooks, teaching materials, and
classroom space requirements per pupil.
Tate established three types of schools, the American (Federal) School, the
Japanese School, and the German School. Each school provided an
elementary, junior high, and high school education. The Federal School
offered an American-style education; the Texas State Board of Education
inspected the schools and granted full accreditation for all courses taught.
Some graduates eventually went on to U.S. colleges. Both the Japanese and
German schools provided students with a background in their ancestral
Crystal City Family Internment Camp
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Aerial view of Federal High School (looking north), courtesy of Carroll Brincefield.

The 1945 Federal
High School Japanese
American graduating
class, courtesy of RG 85
Entry 276 Box 46 Folder
602032 photo, National
Archives and Records
Administration, Archives
II, College Park, MD.
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American Enemy Alien Internment
smaller than those interned from the Japanese and German American communities. Following the surrender of Fascist Italy
in 1943, most Italian American and Enemy Alien internees were paroled or outright released by the end of that year. A few
Italian Latin Americans, held in very small numbers at Crystal City, remained well after the end of the war.
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A source of recreation and community, the camp’s Swimming Pool/Irrigation Reservoir was the camp’s largest defining
feature (minus the security fence) and today is the most extant resource left of this nationally significant site. The 250-footwide-pool was designed by Italian-Honduran civil engineer Elmo Gaetano Zannoni. With German internees providing the
labor, a former swamp was drained, cleared of snakes, expanded, and paved over to form the structure you see before you.
Directly in front of this sign is the foundation of the former German Bathhouse. To your right lies the
foundation of the former Japanese Bathhouse. Both bathhouses and the pool are highlighted on the map
before you. These two buildings were built separately to allow Japanese internees and their German and
Italian internee counterparts separate and equal access to the community swimming pool in congruence

Crystal City Family Internment Camp Map, drawn by former internee Werner Ulrich, with details provided
by other former internees, family members of former camp officials, and the National Archives and
Records Administration (Southwest).

German American
internees building the
Camp Swimming Pool/
Irrigation Reservoir,
Institute of Texan Cultures,
s, UTSA,
#098-0995, courtesy of Betty Fly.

with the U.S.’ obligation as a signatory of the Third
Geneva Convention, which was applied toward Enemy
Aliens and reads,

Crystal City Family Internment Camp is of national significance, because

“The Detaining Power shall assemble prisoners of war in

it was built to house Enemy Aliens and their families. From its inception

camps or camp compounds according to their nationality,

through June 1945, Crystal City Family Internment Camp interned

language and customs …”

4,751 (including 153 births) people.* The camp’s population peaked at
3,374 on December 29, 1944, more than two thirds of which were of
Japanese nationality or ancestry. Approximately 11,507 German
Americans were interned in the U.S. during the war, accounting for 36

* Records were not located in time for this signage project to document if the
camp took on additional internees after June 1945.

percent of the total internments under the Department of Justice Enemy
Alien Control Unit Program. In addition, an estimated 4,500 ethnic
Germans and Italians from Latin America were brought to the U.S.
during the war, as part of the Department of State’s Special War
Problems program, with many held at Crystal City.
Millions of native-born Italians––later naturalized––and their Americanborn children lived in the U.S. when the country went to war with the
Axis in 1941. In addition, there were also many Italian Enemy Aliens
residing in America, as many as 600,000. However, the percentage of
Italians, classified as Enemy Aliens and interned during the war was far
Crystal City Family Internment Camp

This photo of German American internees playing basketball, facing east, shows a
cross section of a portion of the German internee section between the court and the
camp’s water tower, courtesy of former internee Eb Fuhr.

One of the three diving platforms at the camp’s Swimming
Pool/Irrigation Reservoir, courtesy of former internee Audrey
Moonyeen (Neugebauer) Thornton.
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